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One Day.
One Community.
Thousands of Heroes.

A Rochester Tradition of
Showing Up for Families

Bee A
Hero
Day

Bee A
Hero
Day

For nearly 40 years, Bee A Hero Day has
brought Rochester together to support
families with children receiving medical
care. 

Through powerful storytelling, generous
community support, and live media
coverage, this one-day tradition helps
ensure families have what they need when
they need it most.
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SINCE 1988



It started 
in a field.

WBEE launches the first
Ronald McDonald House
Radiothon from a field that
would one day become the
home of Westmoreland
House.

1988 It Begins

Today Stronger Than Ever
As Bee A Hero Day approaches
its 40th year, the tradition
continues to grow while
staying focused on one
mission: supporting families
when they need it most. 

1990s A Community
Tradition
Year after year, thousands of
donors, volunteers, sponsors,
and listeners make the
Radiothon one of Rochester's
most anticipated charitable
events.

2021 A New Chapter
The beloved Radiothon
evolves into Bee A Hero Day,
and News10NBC joins WBEE to
bring the event to audiences
across both television and
radio.

2025 Record-Breaking
Impact
The community raises more
than $134,000—its highest
total ever—demonstrating the
incredible impact of Bee A
Hero Day.

39 YEARS OF
COMMUNITY
SUPPORT

In 1988, WBEE launched the very first
Ronald McDonald House Radiothon from a
field that would one day become the home
of Westmoreland House.

What began as a local radio fundraiser has
grown into one of Rochester's longest-
running traditions of community giving,
bringing together media partners,
businesses, volunteers, donors, and
thousands of supporters in support of
families with seriously ill or injured children.

Today, Bee A Hero Day continues that
tradition through powerful storytelling, live
media coverage, and community-wide
generosity, ensuring local families receive
comfort, care, and a home away from home
when they need it most.

The History



9,766 
Family Nights
Provided

25,083 
Meal Vouchers
Provided

$2.6m
Out-of-Pocket
Expenses Saved

18,087 
Snack Bags
Provided

10,340
Visits to our
Family Rooms

97% or higher
Satisfaction Rate

Our Impact in 2025

80% of Ronald McDonald House Rochester’s funding comes
from generous donors, sponsors, and community partners. 

Together, here’s what that support made possible in 2025.

80%

The Impact

When a child is 
hospitalized,
families need 
more than medicine.
Ronald McDonald House Rochester
provides more than a place to stay. It
provides a place to stay strong. We
surround families with comfort, care, and
support throughout every step of their
child's medical journey.

From overnight accommodations and
warm meals to Family Rooms inside local
hospitals and family support programs,
we're here so parents can focus on what
matters most—their child.

Every sponsorship and every dollar raised during Bee A Hero Day helps Ronald McDonald House
Rochester remove barriers, strengthen families, and provide the comfort and support families
need while their child receives medical care.
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